


(the ACT) will replace:' Kelly 
said. "I am not an admate of the 
ACT, I am an advocate of irnpmv- 
ing how we use assessments as 
d i ios t ic  tools to tell us how our 
students are achieving, ?Bere has 
been a deficiency in CATS and 

I we need to solve that deficiency 
1 . . . so that more students will go to 

college and more students will be 
ready for ig." 

However, the Kenhtcky & a d  
of Education has been working on 
updating the CATS assessments 
and went out to bid in August to 
have a new CATS test made, said 
Li Gross, Kentucky D e m e n t  
ofsducatim spokeswmaa CATS 
costs the state about $10 million to 
$12 mllliPn each year. 

The estimated cost for admin- 
istering the ACT to all juniors 
would be $1.5 million. 

According to amended Senate 
Bii 130, all juniors would have to 
take the ACT, but rf the students 
wanted to report tbe scares to a 
college, then they would assume 
the cost of the test - roughly $29 
for the basic test and another $14 
for the writing portion. 

If students did not waqt to send 
on their scores, the state would 
pay for the te& but the students 
would take the free WorkKeys 
test, which is a work readiness test 
that assesses students' reading for 
information, business writing and 
applied mathematics levels. 

Students could still take the test 
multiple times to try to get a better 
score, but they would have to indi- 
vidually pay for each consecutive 
testing, Kelly said. 

AIso, if students scored poor- 
ly in math, English or read&, 
the students would participate in 
remedial training and then the 
school district would pay for those 
students to take the t a t  again. 

Sen. Julian CarroU, D-Frank- 
fort, said the Seaate is not teady 
to pass the bill quite yet He said 
it still needs discussion to see if 
it will require any more amend- 
ments. 

He said he is ~lOt sure if the 
intent of the bill was to replace the 
CATS, but said, "there is nothing 
wrong with juniors being tested to 
determine if they need to do gome 
catch-up theh senior year. d e  cer- 
tainly want everyone to graduate 
and get a high shool diploma." 

He said the bill has "some 
merit" but wants to make sure it 
is not designed to replace CATS 
down the road, jus supplement 
it, and not d i i h  the Kentucky 
Educalbn Reform Act mjuire- 
merits. 

The cancept is not new. Illinois 
and Colorado have administered 
the test to all juniors s h e  2W1 
and Michigan recently passed law 
requiring 4 $mior to take the 
ACT, said Ed Colby, ACC spokes- 
man. He said Illinois and Colmado 
do not require the writing test, but 
Michigan will. 

Those states have seen an 
increase. in the number of stu- 
dents who go to college, namely 
minorities and special education 

taps (to having all juniors take 
the Am:' C o h  said. "It m uThere are a number 

cone@; of advantages (tO hav- 
particularly s t a h t s  who wad& 
not have ku%t of tag an ilfg all juniors take the 
~ v ~ e  test or eoine to &ee. ACT). It aets students . . 

'Tn ten& 2 statewiae tests, thinl.iina &out colleae, 
students have a stake in the out- 
come of 'the ACT; colby said. partiouYIar~y s t u d e ~  ' 

' ~ t  can be i-t to 8 shldent. who would not have 
because if th& do well, they can thought of taking an 
appb to mu%e and be ~ P U  ACT type test or going 
Soit is totheir advantage totry to 
do their best on the test. Wh-. to ~0llege." 
some standardized tests amninis: -Ed Colby, 1 
tered do not have any extra mean- ACT spokesman rn 

ing, so some students &I not do 
their best." 

Franklin Colmty High School 'Tt $oesn't seem to help in any 
sophomore Katherine Welch paid way:' F d k  said. "It just sees what 
she thinks most atdenfg take the fsachers an teaching. not what we 
ACT so they have proqw46 for 1-g." 
college, hut said if mdes do not The ACT is a better measure of 
want to go on to college, "there is % b t  &d&~ learn in class, Fuller 
no point in them taking it." said PhLs it helps w t s  get into 

'They just ne.ed to put mwe C ~ W .  

curriculum in the CATS test, SWCits invest more time in 
bec8llse a lot of teachers, e w  p p *  @ the kCI',FuUer said. ! i though Uley try not to, cr tg tn tk He read ra preparation book tbat 
CATS test," W&h said. ,"'But if we w e  him kl@d tips sucb as Whg 
h a  the ACT instead, they would to aVer'@ph question a minute. He 
probably jw cater to the ACT." said he th.inks it helped boosf his 

Franklin C m t y  High School score md@d other students could 
sophomares Landon Meffogd and benefit from some sort of in-school 
Chris Hogan said already students aaining for the test * 

do not take the CATS test wri- However, e m s  are not so 
wly. mm. 

"Everyone just runs through it RarMxt High School guid- 
to get it o w  with," H- said. ance coWet01 Joretta Crowe said 
"It is not like we need to to she has mixed emotions about the - - 
graduate.'' m. 

"I don't really lige the CATS She lilres ACT and its Educa- 
test:' Meffod said. "No me  tional Planning and Assessment 
it seriously. If we had to take the SystMn ~o$ram, Which helps stu- 
ACT, since we d it to get into dents &adtion into high school 
college, everyone d d  it and then to college. It includes 
seriously." d e n t  planning, hstructional 

Many students said moving to -port, assessment and eva-n 
the ACT instead of the CATS -a. 
would be more useful 7t gives us good longitndinal 

Franklin C a w  sophomo& data that helps me help kids and 
Skyleh Atha aud Mmnda Ch&a f @ ~  out what they need 
said they think rqniriog the ACT kt do to Zmpmve rheir scores:' 
is a good idea. "rtrey said tbey Cnnve mid. 
think the ACT would be mom use- v, Qowe worries that 
fol than CATS because CAT3 "is giving a :Msd stadadized test 
just for the school, A doesn't count the flezibilitJp schools 
for us," Charles said. heap; in ada&isterhg the test. 

it mula change theit mind." cial educstimiss~s that need to be 
"You need the ACT ta get Ma soch as pm-g them 

into college and it helps show you e ~ W l t i n a e  and not overwhelm- 
where you are at, show9 you what ing thetll with multiple portions of 
you know:' Aiha said. thSW Bt once. 

Plus, Charlessaid the results are "I koow it seems like I am 
hard to read and interpret, while spcaking~out of both sides of my 
the ACT is eaaify m&ga@&e. mouth b@t t& 5s not necessarily 
It &ws how the suqbnts in for all kh, especially those whose 
each content nre&. f m  ia. not goins to wUe,ge,'' 

Atha said $hc f& @e CATS Crowe said "I d d t  tRink college 
asmsmem are a "waste of time'' i a  for everyone. A lot of kids g0 
because she is missing class time into apprenticeships, the military 
to take a test about concept@ she of sometbhg other than a four-year 
h e  not l e a d  yet. bachelor's degree. What are we 

"Half the time 1 don't even going to do with those kids?" 
k a a w ~ t h s y ~ t & l k i n g a h m , "  Rep. Derrick Graham, D- 
M a  said. % ft feels like it F fdb l% agreed. 
doesn't comt th mythhg." "Some kids are just more tech- 



nkat tban o&m:' Warn said. 
He 'b dm not WdeiWand 

why tbe state wmld only gay for 
students wha will not use the test 
to $U KO d e g e .  He said the G&- 

mated $1.5 d l i o m  mdd be put to 
b m w  use. 

'That mmey could ga iato 
other weas of edw&iin aad belp 
with rertlrdiarim a go towads 
accelera@xl pmgrm,'' GFBham 
said. 

. . , 

'4Gcdhg to infgrmatiw .as? 
4 .& S& E* 

, . * .  I 
cation C h u m m e  m@&b, # 
p.esedt gE w&ge stumaat$ med 
rema* w4 yea, **. 
co&parents and@udmJ$@l~OliE 
lion in Mtim. kmdial  cla&es 
& not a t  8, Wenfi 
4e&Iee. ~. 

i+$tbwpb , lb&it%Iatoxs: ,hope 
s w i m g  ta the ACT will $educe 
the number of Srudcnts is fern- 

dial courries in Kentucky collegas, 
KSU testing director Carol Pa&s - 
asagxiws. ' ..j'.L 'Tw B e  @em'halp rn &I &am & ' Wia@,$?! 

. piat@ .&a. ,"'n,& &alq.@ kgp 
' W&bk Y '  SCU&B. We 

&$I help BkWp - ma I h w " &  &&&&,&&& ~ ,,. , > , I :  

. . .  . amcm .* o'nlina && 
t&rhe ;~,w&&tO'g* 

gee, tlBp'rs, Pi10 '"' ' 




